[bookmark: _GoBack]             How does Solar Energy work?
Solar Energy is energy captured inside the sun’s rays. It can be harnessed and released using solar or photovoltaic panels. Solar panels are thick, tile-like weather-proof gadgets that are most likely to be on the roof of a house or building. They also operate with just light-so these work without the sun too.
The energy captured in the sun is called DC (Direct Current) electricity, while most appliances in the average household use AC (Alternating Current). This is where the solar panel is most useful. The solar panel takes the DC electricity and converts it to AC electricity using a power inverter. This electricity is then used to power appliances, heat water etc.
The benefits of solar energy and panels are amazing. The gas or oil used to heat water is replaced by the energy the solar panels generate. This is a huge benefit, as gas and oil prices are on the rise. Solar Panels also can save up to €600 a year!
            Now for some fun facts about Solar Energy!
· The founder of the solar panel, Russell Ohl, discovered it over 100 years after Alexandre Edmond Becquerel discovered hot to generate electricity from sunlight in 1838!
· Solar panels generate just as much electricity in their lifetime as nuclear fuel rods – and are much, much safer!
· A solar panel can work for decades on end – some solar panels installed in the ‘70’s are still in use today!
· If every single roof in Australia was fitted with a solar panel, it would fulfil the whole nation’s electricity needs! 
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